


ISSUED 48 HOURS

IN ADVANCE OF  

ANTICIPATED ONSET

ISSUED 36 HOURS

IN ADVANCE OF  

PREDICTED ONSET

WATCHES WARNINGS
STORM SURGE:
Life-threatening flooding from rising water moving 
inland from the shoreline.

STORM SURGE WATCH

danger is possible

STORM SURGE WARNING

danger is expected 

TROPICAL STORM:
An organized system of powerful thunderstorms 
with a defined circulation and maximum sustained 
winds of 39-73 mph. 

TROPICAL STORM WATCH

conditions are possible 

TROPICAL STORM WARNING

conditions are expected

HURRICANE:
Winds that have reached a constant speed of 74 
mph or above and blow in a large spiral around a 
relatively calm center known as the “eye”.

HURRICANE WATCH

conditions are possible

HURRICANE WARNING

conditions are expected 

ACTION: 

•	 Prepare your home and review 
your plan for evacuation in case 
an evacuation order is issued. 

ACTION: 

•	 If directed by state or 
local officials, finish 
storm preparations and 
leave the threatened area 
immediately.

EXTREME WIND WARNING

*extreme sustained winds 
of a major hurricane, usually 
associated with the eyewall, 
are expected to begin within 
an hour. 

ACTION: 

•	 Take immediate shelter 
in the interior portion of a 
well-built structure.

WATCHES & WARNINGS... 
Making outdoor preparations become increasingly 
challenging once the wind speed reaches tropical 
storm level. The National Hurricane Center issues 
watches and warnings for specific areas of danger. 
Local National Weather Service offices may 
issue additional watches and warnings to provide 
detailed information on specific risks like flash 
floods and tornadoes.

•	 HURRICANES and tropical storms often produce widespread, 
torrential rains, which may result in deadly and destructive 
flooding. Flooding is a significant threat from tropical cyclones for 
people living inland. 

•	 WINDS from a hurricane can destroy buildings and manufactured 
homes and turn outdoor items into dangerous projectiles. Strong 
wind gusts can snap or uproot trees.

•	 TORNADOES can accompany hurricanes and tropical storms. 
In South Carolina, 46 tornadoes were spawned by Hurricane 
Frances in 2004, the most by any tropical cyclone in state history. 
Additional storms that produced notable tornadoes in South 
Carolina include Tropical Storm Beryl (1994) with 23 tornadoes, 
including an F-3 tornado that injured 40 people, and Hurricane 
Helene (2024), which produced 21 tornadoes.

HURRICANE HAZARDS

Hurricanes and tropical storms 

threaten ALL areas of South 

Carolina, including areas well inland. 

ALL South Carolinians need to 

prepare for hurricane season. 

KNOW



S.C. Emergency Management Division (SCEMD)
scemd.org 

Public Information Phone System (PIPS)
1-866-246-0133 *FOR ALL INFORMATION
Only activated as needed / Spanish interpreters available

S.C. Department of Public Safety
scdps.sc.gov

National Hurricane Center (NHC)
hurricanes.gov

The Official Website of the State of S.C.
sc.gov

S.C. Department of Insurance
doi.sc.gov  •  803-737-6160  

American Red Cross
redcross.org  •  1-866-438-4636

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
fema.gov  •  ready.gov

S.C. Department of Public Health (DPH): 
Care Line (general questions), 1-855-472-3432
Medical Equipment Power Shelters, 833-351-9990

S.C. Salvation Army
salvationarmyusa.org •  704-522-4970

S.C. Department of Transportation
scdot.org  •  855-GO-SCDOT  •  855-467-2368

It’s important to have multiple ways of receiving emergency 
alerts to stay informed about the latest situations and 
necessary actions. Some reliable sources for emergency 
alerts include Wireless Emergency Alerts on mobile devices, 
NOAA Weather Radios, and local TV or radio broadcasts. Don’t 
rely on just one method for receiving information.

For additional notifications, consider signing up for CodeRED 
alerts. You can customize the types of alerts you wish to 
receive and choose how you want to receive them—via text 
messages, voice phone calls, or emails.

You can register for CodeRED alerts through the SCEMD 
website at scemd.org.

EMERGENCY ALERTS IMPORTANT CONTACTS

HURRICANE EVACUATION STUDY  
South Carolina completed its Hurricane Evacuation Study in 2024. The study focused on five main areas: hurricane 
hazards, vulnerability, evacuation behavior, sheltering, and evacuation traffic. Results from the study will help 
improve hurricane planning and evacuation within the state for years to come.

Key findings include:

•	 South Carolina is vulnerable to all types of hurricane hazards – wind, tornadoes, freshwater flooding, and 
storm surge.

•	 The greatest concentration of vulnerability to hurricanes is located along the immediate coast, but some 
inland locations throughout Central and Upstate South Carolina have high vulnerability to hurricanes as well.

•	 In coastal counties, more than half of critical infrastructure is vulnerable to storm surge.

•	 Results from the 2023 Behavioral Survey indicate that more than 80% of respondents have prior experience 
with a hurricane or tropical storm, and almost 60% have evacuated from a hurricane in the past.

•	 A hurricane’s forecasted landfall location and hurricane category were the top factors influencing 
respondents’ evacuation decisions.

•	 The State has enough shelter capacity to safely support the sheltering population during a hurricane 
evacuation.

•	 Lane reversals along I-26 reduce the amount of time required to evacuate the central coast by 3-4 hours.



PREPARE FOR THE WIND... The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale estimates the potential 
property damage caused by a hurricane’s sustained wind speeds. Category 3 and higher hurricanes are major, 
with the potential for significant loss of life and property damage. Category 1 and 2 storms are also dangerous 
and require preventative measures.

CATEGORY

1
SOME DAMAGE
•	Some damage to roofs, siding, gutters, 

and trees.

74–95
MPH

Could last several 
days.

CATEGORY

2
EXTENSIVE DAMAGE
•	 Material damage to buildings.
•	 Trees with shallow roots will be snapped 

or uprooted.

96–110
MPH

Near total power 
loss that could last  
several days to 
weeks.

CATEGORY

3
 DEVASTATING DAMAGE
•	Extensive structural damage to 

houses. 
•	Trees will be snapped and uprooted.

111–129
MPH

Outages can last 
for several days  
to weeks.

CATEGORY

4
CATASTROPHIC DAMAGE
•	Buildings will sustain major structural 

damage.
•	Affected areas will be uninhabitable for 

weeks or months.

130–156
MPH

Outages could 
last for weeks to 
possibly months.

CATEGORY

5
CATASTROPHIC DAMAGE
•	Many framed homes will be destroyed, 

with total roof failure and wall collapse.
•	Most of the area will be uninhabitable 

for weeks or months. 

157+
MPH

Outages will last 
for weeks to 
possibly months.

STORM 
LEVEL DAMAGE WINDS

POWER  
OUTAGES

PREPARE



RUN FROM THE WATER
Storm surge inundation is the abnormal rise of water above 
predicted tide levels. It is produced by a storm’s winds and 
pressure pushing the water onto normally dry ground and 
is expressed in terms of feet above ground level. During a 
hurricane, storm surge flooding poses a greater threat to 
life and property than high winds. 

Storm surge 1-3 ft. above ground level:
-Could knock you off your feet
-Can cause cars to stall or be swept away
-Not passable to light vehicles

Storm surge 4-6 ft. above ground level:
-Evacuate if ordered
-Move to higher ground if predicted
-Can enter homes
-Floating cars and debris

Storm surge 7-9 ft. above ground level:
-Evacuate
-Fills first floors of homes and business
-Can’t see what’s in the water

Storm surge 10 ft. above ground level:
-Deadly and destructive
-Evacuate
-Can overwhelm whole coastal cities and towns
-Covers one-story homes

START PREPARING FOR A POWER OUTAGE NOW. 
VISIT SCEMD.ORG  TO FIND A LIST OF ALL POWER UTILITIES SERVING SOUTH C AROLINA , 

COMPLETE WITH THEIR OUTAGE REPORTING INFORMATION.

•	 Start preparing for a power outage now. 

•	 Visit scemd.org for a list of all South Carolina power utilities, 
complete with their outage reporting information.

•	 Downed Power Lines: Never touch a downed power line or any 
objects, such as tree limbs, that are in contact with it.

•	 Gas Leaks: If you detect the smell of gas, evacuate immediately and 
call 9-1-1 and your gas provider.

•	 Generator Safety: Only use generators with professional installation 
when connecting them to your home’s electrical system. Improper 
use can pose risks to you, your neighbors, and utility workers. For 
safety, plug appliances directly into the generator.

•	 Refrigerators and Freezers: Keep the doors closed as much as 
possible to preserve cold air and prevent food from spoiling quickly.

•	 Cooking Precautions: If the power goes out while cooking, turn off 
the stove and remove cookware from the burners and oven to prevent 
accidents.

If there are more than 21 named storms in the Atlantic Ocean during a hurricane season, additional storms will take names from a supplemental list. 

2025 Andrea (AN-dree uh) 

Barry (BAIR-ree)

Chantal (shahn-TAHL) 

Dexter (DEHK-ster)

Erin (AIR-rin) 

Fernand (fair-NAHN)

Gabrielle (ga-bree-ELL) 

Humberto (oom-BAIR-toh) 

Imelda (ee-MEHL-dah) 

Jerry (JEHR-ee) 

Karen (KAIR-ren) 

Lorenzo (loh-REN-zoh) 

Melissa (meh-LIH-suh) 

Nestor (NES-tor) 

Olga (OAL-guh) 

Pablo (PAHB-lo) 

Rebekah (reh-BEH-kuh) 

Sebastien (sus-BASH-chuhn) 

Tanya (TAHN-yuh) 

Van (van) 

Wendy (WEN-dee)

N OR MAL HIG H TIDE STORM  SURGE

High Tide
Mean Sea Level

Low Tide
Mean Sea Level

In a normal tide there’s an average variation of 2-3 feet from 
the mean sea level depending on the wind conditions and 
time of year.

Storm Surge

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm 
primarily caused by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. 
Storm surge flooding causes more deaths than high winds during 
a hurricane.

Pressure surge Wind surge

HURRICANE’S DIRECTION
Eye

MAR E A ALTA NO RM AL MAR EJADA CICLÓNICA

Marea alta
Nivel promedio del mar

Marea baja 
Nivel promedio del mar

In a normal tide there’s an average variation of 2-3 feet from 
the mean sea level depending on the wind conditions and 
time of year.

Marejada ciclónica

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm 
primarily caused by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. 
Storm surge flooding causes more deaths than high winds during 
a hurricane.

High Tide
Mean Sea Level

Low Tide
Mean Sea Level

Storm Surge

Ocean surface

Aumento de presión

DIRECCIÓN DEL HURACÁN
Ojo

Superficie del océano

Marejada de viento

Pressure surge Wind surge

HURRICANE’S DIRECTION

Eye

Ocean surface

Aumento de presión

DIRECCIÓN DEL HURACÁN

Ojo

Superficie del océano

Marejada de viento

N ORMA L  HIGH TIDE STORM SURGE

High Tide
Mean Sea Level

Low Tide
Mean Sea Level

In a normal tide there’s an average variation of 2-3 feet from 
the mean sea level depending on the wind conditions and 
time of year.

Storm Surge

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm 
primarily caused by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. 
Storm surge flooding causes more deaths than high winds during 
a hurricane.

Pressure surge Wind surge

HURRICANE’S DIRECTION
Eye

M A RE A  A LTA  NORMAL MAREJADA CICLÓNICA

Marea alta
Nivel promedio del mar

Marea baja 
Nivel promedio del mar

In a normal tide there’s an average variation of 2-3 feet from 
the mean sea level depending on the wind conditions and 
time of year.

Marejada ciclónica

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm 
primarily caused by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. 
Storm surge flooding causes more deaths than high winds during 
a hurricane.
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Mean Sea Level

Low Tide
Mean Sea Level
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Ojo

Superficie del océano
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NO RMA L  HIGH TIDE STORM SURGE

High Tide
Mean Sea Level

Low Tide
Mean Sea Level

In a normal tide there’s an average variation of 2-3 feet from 
the mean sea level depending on the wind conditions and 
time of year.

Storm Surge

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm 
primarily caused by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. 
Storm surge flooding causes more deaths than high winds during 
a hurricane.

Pressure surge Wind surge

HURRICANE’S DIRECTION
Eye

MA RE A  A LTA  N ORMAL MAREJADA CICLÓNICA

Marea alta
Nivel promedio del mar

Marea baja 
Nivel promedio del mar

In a normal tide there’s an average variation of 2-3 feet from 
the mean sea level depending on the wind conditions and 
time of year.

Marejada ciclónica

Storm surge is the abnormal rise in seawater level during a storm 
primarily caused by a storm’s winds pushing water onshore. 
Storm surge flooding causes more deaths than high winds during 
a hurricane.
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N O R M A L  H I G H  T I D E S T O R M  S U R G E

POWER POINTERS

HURRICANE NAMES
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Evacuation zones show areas that are most vulnerable to storm surge. Use the maps available at 

hurricane.sc to identify your designated zone and incorporate it into your evacuation plan. For more 

details, visit the KNOW YOUR ZONE page at hurricane.sc.

Some areas may be inaccessible even after the official evacuation order is lifted. Keep tuned to your local TV and radio stations and 
continue to monitor social media for recovery information.
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